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Observable Indicators of a High Quality Early Childhood Program
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When observing a high quality Early Childhood program one should

 be able to see:

· Shared reading, guided reading and writing taking place daily.

· Emphasis is seen on language development and appropriate literacy activities.

· Curriculum is adapted for those ahead as well as those who need additional help.

· Children problem solve and use conflict resolution skills.

· Children play and work with materials or other children: they are not aimlessly wandering or forced to sit quietly for long periods of time.

· Children have access to various activities throughout the day, such as block building, writing materials, math centers, pretend play, picture books, paints and other art materials, and table toys such as legos, pegboards and puzzles.  They are not all doing the same thing at the same time for long periods of time.

· Assessment is used to individualize instruction and guide group activities.

· Assessment should offer a comprehensive means of monitoring and reporting children’s social, physical, emotional and academic progress through performance assessments such as samples of work, developmental guidelines and checklists, and narrative summary reports.

· Reports to parents reflect student progress over time as well as student achievement of DoDEA standards.

· Teachers work with individual children, small group and the whole group at different times during the day; they do not spend time only with the entire group.

· Centers are not considered free time, but rather integral parts of the instructional day.

· Classroom is decorated with children’s original artwork; their own writing with invented spelling and dictated stories.

· Children learn in the context of their everyday experience.

· Children explore the natural world of plants and animals, cook, take attendance, and serve snacks; these activities are all meaningful to children.

Observable Indicators of a High Quality Early Childhood Program

· The classroom environment is set up to encourage the development of children’s skills in organization, collaboration, and active engagement.  Selection of furniture and the room arrangement convey strong messages to enhance children’s learning.  In this way, the room arrangement is utilized as a teaching strategy.

· Children work on projects and have longer periods of time (at least one hour) to play and explore.  Filling out worksheets should not be the primary activity.

· Projects and themes are based on science and social studies concepts.  Children learn about real things in their world around them rather than studying about specific holidays, calendars, or topics that are beyond their conceptual development.

· Children have an opportunity to play outside every day that weather permits.  This play is part of the instructional day, recognizing that children learn through play.  The outdoor environment is rich and varied including science, literacy, math and art opportunities.  Instead of recess an outdoor curriculum provides structure.

· Teachers read books to children throughout the day, not just at group story time.

· Music, art and drama are integral, integrated parts of the day.

· Children and their parents look forward to school.  Parents feel safe sending their children to school.  Children are happy; they are not crying or regularly sick.

· Parents regularly participate in the life of the classroom, reading to children, assisting with writing activities, cooking a favorite recipe from home with the children or playing games.  Parents are not only seen as chaperones for study trips or helpers to clean up after children or prepare materials.
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