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Defining Multiage in DoDDS Pacific/DDESS Guam
A multiage classroom is composed of children from two or three consecutive grade levels with diverse ability levels who are intentionally grouped in a single classroom and remain with the same teacher for more than one year. A child-centered approach, based on a continuum of the DoDEA standards across two or three grade levels and supported by an integrated curriculum and research-based instructional best practices for young children, is the basis for the multiage philosophy.  Instruction is not divided by grade levels and several grade specific curriculums.  Within the multiage classroom, one standards-based curriculum, instead of several, is used.  
It is important to understand that multiage classrooms are not split/combination classrooms.  This is an important distinction to make when deciding to implement a multiage program.  Split/combination classrooms are most frequently characterized by student grouping based on age or grade level, where two separate sets of standards, curriculum materials, and expectations are established for students within the same classroom.  This type of environment is not appropriately referred to as ‘multiage’.
General Guidelines when Implementing Multiage Classrooms:

In DoDDS-Pacific/DDESS-Guam our goal is to encourage and support the implementation of multiage programs that reflect the philosophy and instructional practices outlined in Creating the Multi-Age Classroom by Sandra Stone and Multiage Q & A: 101 Practical Answers to Your Most Pressing Questions by Jim Grant, Bob Johnson and Irv Richardson. It is the expectation in DoDDS-Pacific/DDESS-Guam schools that implementing a multiage classroom is voluntary except in those locations where enrollment drives this decision. 
When implementing multiage classrooms these guidelines should be followed:

· Establish long-term commitment to the program, longer than one year.
· Encourage implementation of more than one multiage classroom in a school to provide collaboration for teachers and a continuum of growth for students.
· Ensure advanced planning before starting a multiage classroom. This includes:
· Training and technical assistance for principals.
· Training and support for teachers who will teach in multiage classrooms.
· An informative overview for specialists (particularly art, music, physical education, host nation) who will be supporting students in the multiage classrooms. Multiage classrooms should attend specials as one classroom and should not be divided into grade level groupings. 
· Educating faculty, parents, and the community about the multiage philosophy before the program starts and throughout the year.
· Specific training for school counselors to address parental questions and to assist with student placement.

· Planning for and supporting the need for additional resources (e.g., teachers’ editions for adopted materials, reading materials that span grade levels)
· Provide training and support for new multiage teachers in established programs.

· Provide on-going support and assistance for new multiage programs during the first one or two years of initial implementation. 

· To prepare for the initial year of implementing a multiage classroom, teachers new to multiage should be provided opportunities whenever possible to visit other multiage classrooms in their complex or district and to collaborate with experienced multiage teachers.

· When implementing a new multiage classroom, teachers should be provided time to become familiar with the DoDEA content standards and adopted materials for the grade levels that will be included in their multiage class.  This will provide teachers the opportunity to develop a long range plan for the scope and sequence of the content that will be taught. 

· In schools that will be operating both single grade and multiage classrooms it is critical that there is an avenue established for collaboration and sharing between teachers. To prevent misconceptions and misunderstandings of the multiage philosophy it is necessary for all teachers in the school to have a working knowledge of the multiage philosophy. The common characteristic of multiage and single grade classrooms should be on the child-centered approach. Many of our current best practices should be used in both single grade and multiage classrooms. 
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