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· Home visits are an important first step in establishing an important partnership with families for the benefit of children’s educational experiences.

· During the visit the teacher is to spend his/her time interacting with the child while the Program Assistant interacts with the parents as they complete one of the optional parent questionnaires. 

· Don’t schedule home visits too closely together.  Three visits in the A.M. and three in the P.M. work well.  Tell parents that you’ll be there for about 20 minutes.  You can clarify the purpose of the visit when you make the phone call to arrange a time or, if the family has no phone, by mail.

· Here is an example of a phone call made to set up a home visit and to clarify the purpose:

“Hello.  Ms. Smith?  This is Mary Jones. I’m going to be Sam’s teacher this year. I am looking forward to coming to visit him in your home.  I can either come on Monday or Tuesday.  Which day would be best for you?  When I come, I won’t be staying long – about 20 minutes.  I will be spending time with Sam so we can get to know each other better.  I’m sure you will have some questions, so I’ll be bringing a form on which you can write them down.  Or at the end of the visit, you can let me know your concerns and we can talk about them later.”

· Get clear directions to each house when you make your appointments, and take a map, just in case.

· Get the facts straight before the visit.  Make sure you know the correct name of the child and the parent.  Sometimes the parent has a different last name.

· Don’t take a prop or anything to bring on the first day.  Most teachers who have done home visits for a while feel that a prop or gift diverts the attention away from the visit and the purpose to learn more about the children, their interests and favorite activities.

· Often teachers are concerned about how to handle siblings on a home visit. Making clear the expectations of the visit on the phone call and encouraging the parent to plan an activity for the sibling can help prevent possible interference.  If the sibling persists, be prepared to say to the sibling directly, “This is my special time to visit with Sam today.  I’ll come and see what you are doing before I leave.”

· Let the child know when your visit is about to end by suggestion that you have time for one more activity and you will need to leave.  “We’ll play for about five more minutes, and then I will need to chat with your parents before I leave.”

· Teachers need to be sensitive to the fact that some families will refuse or feel uncomfortable about a home visit for a number of reasons.  In such cases, the teacher may want to find alternative ways to make special connections with the child and family.  One possibility is meeting at a park or some other site away from the home.  (adapted from Young Children, 1994)
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