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How Young Children Learn

Young children learn and construct knowledge as a result of meaningful experiences.  The development of a young child is best accomplished through working with others, discussing, analyzing, and developing personal meaning through application of what is being learned.

· Young children reach different levels of learning and development at various times.

· Learning in the early childhood years develops in stages.

· Young children’s learning takes place within a social/cultural environment.

· Play is an important part of programs serving young children.

· Skills and concepts are developed and enhanced through child-initiated and teacher-initiated activities.

· Programs for young children must provide opportunities for individual activities and flexible groupings.

· Young children should be involved with the teacher in planning, implementing, and evaluating their learning experiences.

· The dignity of young children and their personal circumstances and diversity must be respected and affirmed.

· Families of young children are essential partners in the educational process.

· Children are best served in a safe and nurturing environment.

· Assessment of young children’s learning is essential for planning and implementing   appropriate curriculum and celebrating children’s learning.

· Program practices for young children must reflect sound research and findings about young children and how they learn.
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Research shows that participation in a full day kindergarten positively impacts student success.  Research shows that in a developmentally appropriate full day kindergarten program, there is: 

· More time to individualize instruction, engage students in inquiry,  and assess students progress 

· Increased time to participate in more hands-on learning and exploration

· Additional emphasis upon problem solving skills, language development and language experience activities

· More time to develop curriculum units and social skills

· More time for parents and teachers to work closely together and share information about children

· Decreased gap in achievement and enhanced academic performance in all areas can be anticipated
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THE HOME AS AN EARLY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
When families promote the development of language and literacy, fewer children experience reading difficulties when they begin school.  Children benefit when they:

· Are read to by adults who demonstrate pleasure in reading and talking about books

· Are encouraged to notice and discuss environmental print

· See the purpose of literacy by watching adults get information from a book or article, take a phone message or find information on the Internet

· Have one-on-one conversations with adults that challenge them with new information and new vocabulary

· Experience a print-rich environment including books and newspapers, writing materials,  and magnetic refrigerator letters

· Are given writing materials and are encouraged to use them in many different kinds of play

· Engage in dramatic or pretend play that relates to literacy activities (e.g. shopping lists,  notes to Grandma, copying a recipe, or pretending to work in an office)

· Engage in activities at home that may include: reading cereal boxes, sorting cans of food, labeling items around the house, or creating a word bank.

· Discuss TV shows with parents or find known words in newspapers 
SCHOOL HOME PARTNERSHIP
School Home Community Partnership is in perfect harmony with our nation’s call for getting more parents and volunteers involved in public education.  It is the cooperation and collaboration of parents, educators, and community members pooling their resources for academic success of all students and school improvement
· Diverse/culturally responsive home-school partnership

~    Continuous two-way dialogue is maintained.

· Open communication

~    Communication between teachers 

          and families is strengthened 

         through a variety of   media (e.g. 

         newsletters, notes, phone calls).

· Volunteers

~    Volunteers are active in the learning    

         process.

· Family involvement in homework

~   Parents are viewed as co-teachers 

         and their feedback is encouraged.

· Community support of school programs

~   Parents and community resources 

         are incorporated into the       

        instructional  process.

· Shared decision-making

~   Parents knowledge about their    

         children is incorporated into program 
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DoDEA EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

PHILOSOPHY

We envision teachers working in developmentally appropriate programs where learning is a process, not an event; where knowledge of developmental processes is used to identify the range of appropriate behaviors, activities, and materials specific to the age group; and, where knowledge is used in conjunction with understanding each child’s growth patterns.  The result is a design of the most appropriate learning environment that reflects an understanding, appreciation, and celebration of each child’s uniqueness.
DoDEA EARLY CHILDHOOD

INITIATIVE
FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN
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Parents as Partners in

Early Childhood Education
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